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_{nose foragood story

t>o I;‘h’lemon Sofgl;_: returns
is passion for writi
i deenideotthe

chronicle of the
man behmd the successful
ansfomation of GDEX

BY YEEVON ONG

T 18 second nature for journalists to

recognise a good story when they see

one. Veteran business journalist

_ Philemon Soon saw a great story to be
told in the success of GD Express Carrier

Bhd (GDEX) - one of the most popular

* carrier services in Malaysia today - and the

revolutionary figure behind the company’s

mega transformation.

The figures on annual reports may speak
of the company’s value but it is Teong Teck
Lean, the man behind the company, and his
unwavering determination and
perseverance in taking over the then-
moribund company and turningit intoa -

caught Soon’s amemem

sole authorshlp, following a :

theSun ON WEDNESDAY DECEMBER4 2013

multl-mllhonpoweﬂ‘lousemstoday tbat

ajournalist.”
) Embarking onamlssxontownte about
- Teongand his endeavours

wasn't abed of roses despite the perfect -

endmg.Whenheﬁrststartedwnungthe _

book.Soonhad doubtsany

collaboration with other
writers on a book on small
ek e

s ;oumaltsts and

Commufdf’rom ajournalistic &XPGHBHOEd ork : ~
background, Soon, who veteran writers lot of research
helped start theSun dailyin  * oro 12e #0 oo our wﬁmwﬁﬁe right
1993, finds it renewing to pwpleandyouneedtobe ’
return to his writing roots “partin ~ determined and disciplined in
after having left the publishing  Frightfighting - doingwhat youwanttodo
industrytoventureinto ~  gp, ~ because you canget.
business. stories ...” sidetracked along the way.” -

On his return to writing e It was the initial stage of -
and publishing, Soon says: “I —Philemon Soon compllmg facts to weave parts
think I have done my share of of the story together and the
reporting and editingsoI want to try my overcoming of a writer’s quiet apprehensmn
hand i mwrmng asIhave gathered enough that was the most arduous.

experience to have a better perspective of
things and of life.

“You become more observant as you
grow older, and like wine, it becomes better
asit ages. So, I think I have become a better
writer in that sense rather than a reporter or

However, with Soon’s vast experience in

corporate reporting and personality features

on successful entrepreneurs, the author
quickly recognises the entrepreneunal X-

_ factor that Teong had, hence, making it easy

for him to write the sto:y

Soon .
{right) with
the subject
of his first :
book, |
Teong,
atthe
launch of
A Drive for

| Excelience, |

- “After I left theSun, I went into a variety
~ of businesses, trying to emulate my heroes,”
recalled the writer at heart, who looked up
- tothe corporate fathers of some of the

companies in Malaysia whom he had

'vmtetviewedback in his journalistic days. -

An entrepreneur himself, Soon currently

.7 runs a frozen distribution firm among other
- businesses. He s also one of the budding

authorsmtheystumedtothehuman :
touches of corporate success stories. -

“I felt there is a need for j and
expmencedveteranwnta’slikeustodo
our part in corporate stories

, highlighting co:

- like this in Malaysia or else such inspiring
tales of drive and spirit will go unnoticed,”
'sakithefatheroftwo o

ADnveforExcellencemaybeTeong’s

s ‘stolyonhowherevdeDExhutihsalso
" Soon’s return to his

passion in writing.
* "l‘hebookmademenahsewhémmy

; strengthlsandwhenyouhaveapassxonm

doing something - like writing for me - you
tend to be very much alive and active in
wanting to do more of it,” says Soon.

And that’s how great success stories
come about - through passion, hard work, -
prayers and hoping for the best when you
have done your best.



